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Separating Fact from Fiction 

The Americans for Modern Transportation coalition (AMT) supports modernizing trucking 

equipment standards and increasing the national twin trailer standard from 28 feet to 33 feet. The 

debate over freight transportation efficiencies has given rise to misleading information 

and inaccurate claims. AMT believes it is important to separate fact from myth. 

Myth: Larger trucks, like Twin 33s, are more likely to be in accidents, threatening the safety of 
our roads. 

Fact: Twin 33 configurations would be safer on highways than current configurations; twin 
33s are more dynamically stable at highway speeds and are more stable during abrupt 
evasive maneuvers and less likely to roll over. Nationally, twin-trailer trucks have crash rates that 
are among the lowest in trucking, and among all types of motor vehicles. In 2014, large trucks 
traveled 9.2 percent of all U.S. vehicle miles, while only accounting for 2.9 percent of accidents 
involving injury and 4.5 percent involving property damage. For fatal crashes, larger trucks account for 
8.3 percent, once again below the percent miles driven by large trucks. 

Research has shown that truck length and crash rate actually have an inverse relationship. In a 
university analysis in Sweden, long units (double or triple trailers) had the lowest crash rates among all 
those examined. Thus, the findings point to driver performance, vehicle condition and equipment, and 
traffic conditions as the true factors contributing to truck crash rate. 

Source: https://americansformoderntransportation.org/wp-content/uploads/Ron-Knipling-Twin-33-
Study-vF.pdf

Myth: Allowing Twin 33s will increase the odds of a failure to pass. 

Fact: This is a red herring and not based in reality. Increased passing time would be insignificant. For a 
car traveling at 65 mph, it takes 0.68 seconds longer to pass a Twin 33 that is traveling at 55 mph 
compared to the time required to pass a Twin 28 traveling at the same speed. 

Myth: Longer trucks would exacerbate wear and tear on roads. 

Fact: Because the proposal to modestly extend the length of twin trailers would maintain the existing 
federal cap on weight at 80,000 pounds, there would not be an increase in the wear and tear on 
infrastructure. In fact, it would result in 3.36 billion fewer truck miles traveled each year, substantially 
reducing the impact on roads and bridges. 

Source: https://americansformoderntransportation.org/the-potential-efficiency-gains-of-twin-33s-climb-
as-volume-of-goods-moved-by-ltl-carriers-increases/
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Myth: These larger trucks will exacerbate emissions and be environmentally unfriendly. 

Fact: Twin 33s will bring environmental gains such as 274 million fewer gallons of fuel and 3.12 million 
fewer tons of CO2 emissions. 

Source: https://americansformoderntransportation.org/project/amt-environmental-fact-sheet/ 

Myth: Twin 33s require an additional 22 feet to brake. 

Fact: The 2016 Comprehensive Truck Size and Weight Limits study included incorrect assumptions 
about the weight of Twin 33' trailers and modal shift, causing material errors in the calculated stopping 
distance and pavement impact. The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) has recognized the flaw 
and the shortcomings of the 2016 study and has asked AMT members to provide exact weight data for 
twin 33s to researchers and DOT leadership. Despite the inaccurate weight assumption, Twin 33' 
trailers stopped well within the federal breaking standard. AMT members believe information included 
in the upcoming DOT report, once released, could provide important guidance. 

Source: https://ops.fhwa.dot.gov/freight/sw/map21tswstudy/ctsw/ctswls_rtc_2016.pdf

Myth: Twin 33s on roadways will add to congestion and generate more traffic. 

Fact: Implementing twin 33s nationwide will actually result in 3.36 billion fewer truck miles traveled 
each year as well as 57.2 million hours saved due to less congestion. 

Source: https://americansformoderntransportation.org/project/amt-environmental-fact-sheet/

Myth: Truckload Carriers will be forced to replace existing trailers with Twin 33s. 

Fact: It should be clear that Twin 33s are not a realistic option for single-customer-per-trailer truckload 
operations. Less-than-truckload and parcel operators - carriers that combine the shipments of 
between 10 and 200 customers - are the only carriers that can efficiently utilize twin trailers. Only 13 
percent of truckloads cube-out (space capacity) before they gross-out (weight limit), meaning 
truckload carriers do not need the additional capacity Twin 33s provide. Furthermore, loading twin 
trailers is inherently complex and the tradeoff is not conducive to truckload operations. As such, the 
expansion of twin trailer use among truckload carriers would be very limited. Even generous estimates 
put convertible loads - switching from 53 foot trailers to twin trailers - in only the 1-2 percent range. 
However, having a Twin 33 option will allow for more efficient operations where and when needed. 

Source: https://americansformoderntransportation.org/wp-content/uploads/AMT-Myth-vs.-
Fact_021618.pdf
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Myth: The trucking industry does not pay for a lot of the costs associated with their 
infrastructure use while taxpayers are further subsidizing the roads trucks use. 

Fact: America's trucking industry as a whole employs 7.8 million people across the country and 
approximately 5.8 percent of all full-time jobs in America are related to trucking. In addition to 
moving more than 71.4 percent of the economy's freight tonnage, trucking plays an essential role in 
maintaining America's National Highway System through its support to the Highway Trust Fund. 

Source: https://www.trucking.org/economics-and-industry-data 

Source: https://markets.businessinsider.com/news/stocks/trucking-industry-facts-us-
truckers-2019-5-1028248577

Myth: Permitting Twin 33s would incur a one-time cost of $1.1 billion to strengthen and replace 
more than 2,000 bridges. 

Fact: There is no cost to taxpayers associated with the policy change allowing for the use of Twin 33' 
trailers. Even more impressive is the fact that the use of Twin 33' trailers would produce savings since 
the longer wheelbase - with no change in weight limits - decreases the stress on bridges and 
increased productivity reduces the number of trucks that are sent out onto the roadways. Both effects 
improve the longevity of our infrastructure. 

Source: https://americansformoderntransportation.org/project/amt-economic-fact-sheet/

About Americans for Modern Transportation 

Americans for Modern Transportation represents the nation's largest shippers, carriers and retailers. 
We are committed to improving the safety and efficiency of America's transportation system and 
modernizing the delivery of products across the country. 

AMT supports updating an outdated rule to allow a modest increase to twin 28' trailers to alleviate 
freight needs. With no cost to the taxpayer, this solution would reduce congestion, increase safety, 
maximize efficiency and produce environmental benefits. Twin 33s already operate in 20 states across 
the nation and more freight per truck means reduced costs for carriers and lower consumer prices 

Please visit americansformoderntransportation.org and follow AMT across our social channels. 

@AMTCoalition

@TheAmericansForModernTransporation 

@americans-for-modern-transportation 

www.americansformoderntransportation.org 

https:llmarkets.businessinsider.comlnews/stocks/trucking-industry-facts-us-truckers-2019-5-1028248577#approximate/y-5-8-of-all-full-time-iobs-in-america-are-related-to-trucking2
https://www.trucking.org/economics-and-industry-data
https://americansformoderntransportation.org/project/amt-economic-fact-sheet/
https://markets.businessinsider.com/news/stocks/trucking-industry-facts-us-truckers-2019-5-1028248577
https://americansformoderntransportation.org/project/poll-americans-want-reduce-congestion-roads/
https://americansformoderntransportation.org/project/vivamus-tristique-erat-a-orci/
https://americansformoderntransportation.org/project/amt-environmental-fact-sheet/
https://americansformoderntransportation.org/project/fact-sheet-a-state-by-state-look-at-long-combination-vehicles/
https://americansformoderntransportation.org/project/moving-america-forward-modernizing-americas-transportation-infrastructure/
https://americansformoderntransportation.org/
https://americansformoderntransportation.org/
https://twitter.com/amtcoalition
https://www.linkedin.com/company/americans-for-modern-transportation/
https://www.facebook.com/TheAmericansForModernTransporation
https://americansformoderntransportation.org/



